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‘What You Are’: Sectarianism, Politics, Faith, Identity and Place in South Lanarkshire.
Community Links (Community Cohesion Project), South Lanarkshire

Project Brief: 

Community Links (South Lanarkshire) was established in February 2002 as an independent community consultation and engagement organisation.  Originally evolving from the Social Inclusion Partnership, Community Links is a company limited by guarantee with charitable status now working across all the communities in South Lanarkshire with a particular emphasis on areas which fall into the worst 15% for deprivation as identified by the Scottish Index Multiple Deprivation (SIMD). We are one of the few dedicated third sector community engagement organisations in Scotland and have a strong focus on the asset based approach of working with communities.
Our project is part of a Scotland-wide initiative to tackle sectarianism, prejudice and discrimination through community action.  Funded by the Scottish Government, the work is supported by Community Safety Minister Roseanna Cunningham who advocates; 
"A fresh approach to tackle sectarianism in different ways across society, from community projects meeting local needs and matching local circumstances, through to education projects and other initiatives which address the root causes of sectarianism."
We compliment this agenda by critically examining what is often called ‘sectarianism’ through looking at how groups within the community understand and create their ideas of belonging, faith, and identity in particular local places.  Through interviews, focus groups, and participatory photography, we hope to open a dialogue with a diverse array of stakeholders.  The project will explore how individuals and groups understand their heritage, history, identity and place in the world. 
What difference will this project make: Outcomes? 
	Outcomes
	Indicators

	Develop a greater sense of togetherness between and across communities


	· More integration and joint initiatives held across communities including a wide range of religious bodies

· Greater integration and interaction between local schools

· Greater mutual respect throughout the year

	Reduction in the amount of negative, inaccurate and misleading media coverage which can contribute to further fragmentation between communities


	· Local media are more sympathetic towards the way in which press reports and local stories are portrayed

	Exploration of  how social media is an outlet for offensive material and identification of solutions to highlight and discourage this
	· Greater understanding and more responsible use of social media

· Less aggression/violence around match days – including posts by local individuals on social media sites

	Increased education around intolerance across generations and families, with particular emphasis on adults
	· More widespread understanding of offensive behavior and its causes and effects


Who else will be involved: Partners? 

Community links will invite the partners involved in developing this project to continue their involvement. 
· Community Learning

· Home School Partnership

· Local Primary Schools and High Schools

· Youth projects

· Strathclyde Police

· South Lanarkshire Council Problem Solving Unit
When – what are the timescales for this action?

This project will be completed over a 9 month period between August 2012 and June 2013

Proposed Workplan 2012/2013
Phase One: Preliminary Research
Focus groups to engage with particular communities in order to explore pertinent local issues and potential avenues for participatory research.  In particular, we are interested in understanding the relationship between social media and the production and distribution of offensive material.  Target groups include:
· Parents and carers of young children

· Young people
· Local faith organisations
Phase Two: Further Research and Development
· Develop a group of volunteers (recruited in phase one) to carry out photo-diary research into issues of identity, belief, faith commitment and belonging in their community.
· Analyse social media for offensive content in light of findings from phase one.

· Develop an educational tool-kit and programme for addressing online offensive content. 
· Invite local media to profile ongoing work.

· Identification of individuals who represent “Characters for Change” who can act as local figureheads for sustained action. 
Phase 3: Outcomes and Events

· Exhibition and presentation of photo-diary material and artworks from phase two in a local civic space.
· Evening seminar/public meeting aimed at older audiences including invited speakers and participants from phases one and two. 
· Encourage positive media (online and print) coverage of these events. 
Contact

If you would like further information please contact Robin Jamieson: robin@communitylinkssl.co.uk  (01698) 827583
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