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“DIVIDED CITY” by Theresa Breslin
A novel study

This pack contains a series of 7 lessons devised by teachers for teachers.   Lessons are aimed at Primary 7, Reading, writing, talking and listening skills are all involved.   Learning Intentions and Outcomes are stated for each lesson.  Activities provide the opportunity for pair and group work.  Each Lesson as a Follow Up.  The lessons are intended to promote discussion and most tackle challenging subjects.

Lesson 1:  Introduction, predictions and Chapter 1

In this lesson the pupils are introduced to several famous Glasgow landmarks.  Text must be read carefully, in an activity that matches information with pictures.

The lesson involves an examination of the front cover and blurb.  It asks pupils to make predictions based on this limited information.  At the end of this lesson the teacher reads Chapter 1 aloud.

Lesson 2:  Setting and atmosphere

The lesson involves looking in depth at the text, identifying setting clues and considering the ways in which an author can create atmosphere and setting.

Lesson 3:  Development of characters

By looking at the actions, speech and thoughts of a character, the pupil consider how an author can create a character.
They are asked to compare the 2 main characters.  In doing so the reader sees that the boys are not so different after all.

Lesson 4:  Setting

In this lesson the pupils have the opportunity to scan for information as they try to find clues that describe setting.  The 2 main “areas” of the novel are compared, in detail.  At the end of this lesson the pupils should realise that the “areas” are not so different after all.

The Follow Up Lesson asks the pupils to analyse persuasive text and create posters that show a united Glasgow.

Lesson 5:  Prejudice

In this lesson the readers are asked to think about the theme of prejudice against asylum seekers.  They read and discuss some myths and facts about asylum seekers.  This is a challenging lesson, involving much sensitive discussion, as the pupils will be asked to offer their opinions on the subject.

Lesson 6:   Religious Prejudice

The focus here is on the difference between fact and opinion.  The lesson starts with the pupils analysing a football commentary.  This leads again into sensitive discussion of attitude and opinions regarding religious prejudice in the novel.

Lesson 7:  Friendship

The pupils are asked to reflect on the theme of friendship and look in detail at how the author has developed the relationship between the two main characters.  Pupils make reference to quotes and discuss how the friendship has evolved, with ups and downs, just like a real friendship.
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