[bookmark: _GoBack][image: ][image: ]
RESEARCH


SCoTTS Brief
SCDC is now inviting expressions of interest for the 2nd phase of our Supporting Communities to tackle Sectarianism (SCoTTS)  Programme. We welcome expressions of interest from community-led projects that recognise sectarianism as an issue in their community and want to explore approaches to tackling it effectively.  The programme will run from October 2012 until March 2013 and will include activities and learning around Action Research within the community; community engagement and project planning and evaluation.  
SCDC will support local projects through the Action Learning Process with key staff from our organisation and a small amount of funding for local staff/volunteer time and resources to develop the programme.
Your expressions of interest must be submitted by Friday 31st August 2012.  At this point SCDC will be in touch to discuss your submission in greater detail.

The support provided to the pilot projects will focus on the following key strands:
Support for community-led action research
This will primarily involve support and training in the use of the ARC (Action Research in Communities) guidance materials and will include support to participants to plan and undertake local action research projects around the issue of sectarianism. The SCDC team will support projects in practically carrying out their identified piece of action research. This will involve carrying out an enquiry into a specific element of sectarianism as it manifests in their local area, Identifying what actions may improve their circumstances ; taking that action and/or identifying what are the barriers to that action being implemented; then observing and testing out the impact of these actions.
Community engagement support
The SCDC team will also support local project staff and volunteers to develop and implement community engagement activities and processes designed to raise awareness of and explore links to other underlying issues related to sectarianism in their areas. Local projects will also be assisted to share ideas and develop learning about useful methods and approaches.
Action Learning
The SCDC team have established and will facilitate a process of action learning across all the local pilot projects. This will focus on 3 learning exchange events but will involve preparation work with each of the pilot projects as well as follow-up work and support for project staff and volunteers to put their learning into action. The learning exchange sessions will use story dialogue methodology to enable a broad range of learning to be derived from stories of practice. This learning will then be used to inform further actions in the pilot projects. The additional pilot projects will be expected to be active participants in this process.
Review and Evaluation
SCDC will use the LEAP framework and online software to plan, monitor, review and evaluate overall progress of the pilot projects. SCDC will undertake a participatory review of programme activity towards the end of the programme period. This will allow key learning to be identified which will, in turn, assist with further project planning and with wider development of anti-sectarian work being supported by Scottish Government.
Planning for Sustainability
Throughout the process SCDC staff will support and assist local projects to develop productive and positive partnerships with other local groups and agencies. As well as being good practice in participatory outcome-focused practice this is also aimed at enabling the local projects to continue their work beyond the end of the pilot phase through joint working arrangements (and hopefully flexible sharing of resources to enable this to happen). SCDC will also support the local pilot projects to develop sustainability plans for further work around sectarianism.


If you have any questions or queries in advance of submitting your expression of interest please contact:
David Allan: david@scdc.org.uk 
Paul Nelis: paul@scdc.org.uk
Kate McHendry: kate@scdc.org.uk
or call 0141 248 1924



SCoTTS Expression of Interest
Contact Details:
Organisation name:
Name:
Telephone:
Email:

Brief description of organisation’s current activities:






What are the particular issues relating to sectarianism that you want to address?






What evidence do you have of this?





Why do you think this issue should be addressed?






What resources (e.g. skills, finance, staff, facilities) do you or partners currently have to address this issue?




What opportunity would involvement in the SCoTTS programme give you to address this issue?






Thank you for completing this form we will contact you in the near future to let you know if you have been successful or if we need any further information.  Please send completed forms to:
Scottish Community Development Centre
Suite 305
Baltic Chambers
50 Wellington Street
Glasgow
G2 6HJ
Or email to: david@scdc.org.uk
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