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Garscadden Primary School

Garscadden Primary SOS Project

The Primary 7 young children of Garscadden and St Brendan's Primary Schools studied the Divided City as part of their school studies. As part of this process the children put together a Drama project exploring sectarianism and demonstrating its affect on society. The children displayed their work to their Parents and members of Glasgow City Council, the Scottish Parliament and their fellow School children. 

They also took part in a survey to learn what people thought about each other both before and after the project.  The presentation they put together demonstrated the change in values and attitudes held by the young people.

The school teachers feel that this has been a very successful project in its attempts to break down barriers and challenge prejudicial behaviour in the Garscadden area.

St Thomas and Carntyne Primary Schools

On Friday 2 September the Primary 5/6 pupils of St Thomas' and P5 pupils of Carntyne Primary Schools were visited by the BBC World Service as they took part in an anti-sectarian workshop. The BBC are interested in the Cross Community Education taking part in Glasgow in an effort to enlighten young people about sectarianism and its consequences.

The young people taking part were recorded as they took part in group discussion and debate around the topics of Religious Prejudice and Discrimination. As they took part in the workshop activities they came to the conclusion that the language based around sectarianism was almost entirely negative and related to violence.

After the workshop some of the young people were invited to be interviewed by the BBC journalist for a forthcoming programme to be broadcast in late September. The BBC reporter was very impressed with the knowledge and contribution of the school children and complimented St Thomas' head teacher, Geraldine Parkinson, "on the excellent work the schools are doing to try and make a real difference to the lives of young people in Glasgow"!

Crookston Castle and St Marnock's Primary Schools

Renewing Sense over Sectarianism Partnership
The relationship between these two schools that was borne out of the Communities United project has continued to flourish. The evidence lies in the new friendships that have been formed between the young people who attend these bustling schools.

Sense Over Sectarianism were fortunate enough to witness these burgeoning friendships first hand when we attended the final morning of joint workshops that took place on both campuses. The first group subsisted of half the P7's from both schools and Crookston Castle was the initial venue. After a well-received warm up game it was down to the work proper. Today's issue: What we like and dislike about Glasgow? The prognosis that came back was indisputable - the young people were extremely sure of what represents Glasgow's positives and were equally determined in highlighting the negative aspects of Glaswegian life. With these negative issues identified it was time to turn to the solutions.

The young people worked collaboratively in such a way that the curriculums for excellence aims were soundly covered. This group work sought to find solutions for the specific problems identified, with each group tackling a single issue they had previously highlighted. The young people proved that they can be eternally inventive in devising solutions to such negative issues as litter, violence, racism and sectarianism.

This was also the case when the session resumed at St Marnock's with the remainders of the P7 making the short journey from Crookston Castle on foot. Both sessions concluded with the realisation that the young people are the shapers of their own destiny and hence will become the architects of how our society develops. Such a realisation is a powerful tool in the on-going battle to eradicate bigotry, in its many forms, from our society.

Through this workshop Sense over Sectarianism experienced young people who had certainly learned successfully, contributed both confidently and effectively, and through peer discussion realised the potential to become more responsible citizens.

Long may the Crookston Castle/St Marnock's relationship continue to bloom - building on those firm foundations of friendship that were laid a little over a year ago.

St Mirin's and Croftfoot Primary Schools

St Mirin's and Croftfoot Primary schools are on the south side of the city and to date had not worked together on any project.

The Head teachers were keen to develop some collaborative work that would break down the barriers between the schools and provide an opportunity for the children involved to share their experiences and develop their understanding of each other.

The project involved P7 children from each school working together to develop a drama around the issue of sectarianism but included:

· Lessons developed around the issue which were delivered in both schools by the P7 teachers.
· Teachers used co-operative learning and drama to explore thoughts, feelings and attitudes.
· Classes consisted of children from both schools.
· An Author led a workshop with the children from both schools to develop writing skills.
· Children visited the Kings Theatre to see behind the scenes and participated in a theatre workshop.
· Other children within the schools were involved in the marketing of the final play and this involved producing posters, badges etc on the anti-sectarian theme.
· Teachers worked to produce a resource that could then be shared with schools across Glasgow.
· Performance of the drama was then held within the local community.
 

While the majority of this project now happens as a matter of course within the 2 schools some funding is required to cover the day  trips and other resources

Learning Outcomes
Participants will have the opportunity to:

· Build relationships between the 2 schools

· Develop an understanding of sectarianism and it's impact on the local community
· Explore their own behaviours in relation to sectarianism
· Develop their literacy skills
· Share their learning with family and friends through 4 community productions.

Royston and St Roch's Primary School

The Divided City topic

Royston & St Roch's Primary Schools are working together on The Divided City topic with a plan put together by the primary 7 teachers and helped to be delivered by the Sense Over Sectarianism (SOS) team and with the help of SOS funding.

Primary 7 young people from St Roch's visited Royston Primary; 7 young people on the 13 January 2011 to read the first chapter of Divided City together. The first of several similar exercises to come in the near future. 
 
Two sessions were planned and delivered by Mark Adams, part of the SOS team on 27 January at St Roch's Primary School and 10 February in Royston Primary School. In these sessions the language around Sectarianism will be explored, values and attitudes examined and challenged where necessary.

Both schools will also be attending the Bigot Busters programme held in St Mungo's Museum of Religious Art and Life, together on 2 March 2011.

The final planned activity for both schools will be to take some of their completed Divided City and SOS work to Spire View Housing Association on 21 April 2011 where they will make their 'United' display.

St Anne's Primary School

Challenging SOS issues within the community

As a result of Primary 7 young people taking part in a 4-week programme of anti sectarian work during the last academic year; the management and staff of St Anne's Primary School, decided that a more extensive and comprehensive programme was required for 2010-11 session.

After meeting with officers of Sense over Sectarianism (SOS) it was decided to plan a programme of educational work at every level of the school. This is the first time that any school has taken on a project of such a scale. The aim is to attack prejudice, discrimination and sectarianism from Primary 1 to Primary 7, through a variety of methods.

New and innovative ideas are being employed together with tried and trusted methods of engagement as the school battles to challenge the issues within its community head on! This is no easy challenge but SOS and other agencies are working in partnership in a bid to turn the tide by supporting the teachers and young people in their efforts!
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